To the Committee through the General Secretary

of the Association of Sri Lankan Lawyers in the UK

Dated: 05.05.2006
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ASSOCIATION.

Proposed by Mr Upali Jayatilaka (Member)
Preamble

Whereas from the inception of our Association it has been noted that the number of Members paying their annual subscription has decreased.

Whereas there are several reasons for this, one of which being genuine oversight and another being the inconvenience of writing a cheque and forwarding it to the General Secretary.
Whereas the basis for the proposed resolution is to make it less burdensome on the Committee Members who take an interest in the existence and the carrying forward of the Association’s activities, having to spend time in writing, phoning, e-mailing, faxing reminders to the membership to pay their annual subscriptions. 

Whereas it is convenient for members who, so choose, to be able to have a degree of peace of mind to know that by obtaining Life Membership in the association, they would not be asked/embarrassed when they attend a course or event whether they are up-to-date with their subscription.

Whereas to accord with the usual customs practices and regulations of Associations of our nature, it makes perfect sense to adopt a Resolution to have Life Membership available strictly on a voluntary basis.
Accordingly, I am moving a resolution to amend Article 41 of the Constitution of the Association as follows:

41.  (a).  The amount of the annual membership subscription may be fixed and altered by a resolution at a meeting of the Committee from time to time.
(b).  In the event a Member or a prospective Member opts to make a one off capital payment towards his/her membership, such a Member or a prospective Member will become a Life Member upon payment of such sum as defined in 41(c). below.

(c).
The Life Membership in the Association is available to a Member or a prospective Member upon payment of a fee which is the equivalent of ten times the annual Membership fee for the year he/she applies for Life Membership  (“Life Membership Fee”).   

(d).
The Life Membership Fee can be paid in full at anytime or in two equal consecutive monthly instalments.  

(e).
All Life Membership fees will be held as capital in an interest bearing account separate from the income/expenditure account for use in events/projects which require capital up-front by way of example as deposits to book halls, grounds etc.

(f).
In the event of the Association being dissolved, such Life Membership Fees shall revert to the Life Members in existence as at that date.   

I would therefore respectively invite a Member of this Committee to second my proposal so that the matter can be discussed by those attending the meeting today:

Once the proposal has been duly seconded and discussed by the Committee, the members attending will need to vote, (under Article 23) on a simple majority to enable the adopted Motion to be tabled before a special general Meeting of the Members (“SGM”).

The General Secretary is then under a duty to call a SGM.  The General Secretary must (under Article 24) give each Member not less than 14 days written notice and the SGM, specifying the date, time and place of such meeting with the Motion attached by way of an Agenda.
At the SGM, the General Secretary will place before the Members the adopted motion of the Committee, and after discussion, the Members present will be required vote.  If the Motion is to be adopted it has to be carried by two thirds attending the SGM.

It is only at that point, my proposal today will become live, and make the necessary change to introduce Life Membership. 

_______________________

Upali Jayatilaka

