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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 17th September 2006
at the Elephant Walk restaurant, West Hampstead

Present
:
Mr. Deepal Ahangama, Dr. E. Velaudapillai, Mr. S. Raj Kumar, Dr. V. Wijeratne, Mr. Rajiv Perera, Mr. Shiva Rajan, Dr. C.D. Wicrematilaka, Mr. U. Jayaltilaka, Dr. Dilshan Waidyaratne, Mr. Niranjan De Silva, Mr. Kithsiri Wijegoonewardane, Mr. Rohan Karunaratne, Mr. Mahen Abayasekera, Dr. Wijaya Jayatilaka, Mr. Ranil Samarawickrema, Mr. V. Balasubramanium, Mr. S. Gnanaskandan, Mr. Ishan De Silva, Mr. Mahendra Iddamalgoda,  Mr. Anil Abeynayake, Mr. Lalith De Kauwe, and Indika De Fonseka.

Apologies
:
 Mr. J. Pearce, Mr. Roshan Perera, Mr. C. Warnasuriya, Mr. D. Wheately, Dr. Ranjith Dambawinna, Mr. G. Gunawardena, Dr. J.C. Duraisingham, Mr. Mohan Ellawala, Mr. Varuna Thirunathan, Mr. Mahen Perera, Mr. Chanaka Wirasinha and Mr. Juni Cader.

1
Adoption of Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held on 21st August 2005
The minutes recorded at the general meeting held on 21st August 2005 were proposed as true by Dr. C.D. Wicramatillake and seconded by Dr. E. Velaudapillai after a correction was made to reflect the fact that it was Mr. Shiva Rajan who had offered his apologies and not Mr. S. Ranjan as stated.
2 Matters Arising


Dr. E. Velaudapillai pointed out that the amended constitution should be circulated among the membership and that a copy of the amended constitution should also be sent to the Charity Commissioner, together with the resolution relating to the amendment. It was agreed that the secretary would attend to this in the near future. The copies to the Charity Commissioner would be sent through the President.
Mr. Rohan Karunaratne enquired as to whether the audited accounts were being presented at this AGM. Mr. Deepal Ahangama confirmed that the audited accounts were not ready and could therefore not be presented. Mr. Rohan Karunaratne raised the point that the association’s annual accounts ought to be audited and presented and voiced his concern over the fact that this hadn’t been done. He stated that he would be happy to provide assistance to this end by having a member of his staff carry out some of the work involved. Mr. Deepal Ahangama pointed out that the Association had been functioning without the services of a treasurer for the past 2 years and that the appointed treasurer was prevented from carrying out his duties due to circumstances beyond his control.


At this point, Mr. Rohan Karunaratne, Dr. C.D. Wicrematillake and Mr. Shiva Rajan agreed to attend to the past 2 year’s accounts and agreed to meet before the 14th of October 2006 to discuss the matter and make further arrangements. It was noted that Mr. Naomal Wijesooriya would audit the accounts. 

Mr. Shiva Rajan enquired as to whether the Association’s accounts relating to the Festival of Cricket (FOC) were in order. Mr. Deepal Ahangama confirmed that they were and stated that the Association had made a profit of £300. 
Dr. Velaudapillai informed those present that he would contact the Charity Commissioner and explain the reason for the delay with regard to annual accounts. He stressed the importance of regularizing the Association’s matters with the Charity Commissioner as soon as possible. He enquired from those present as to who the Association’s contact for the Charity Commissioner was. Mr. Deepal Ahangama stated that it was still probably the former Treasurer Mr. Chanaka Wirasinha. Dr. Velaudapillai requested that the secretary check with Mr. Wirasinha and confirm this to him.
Continuing on the theme of accounts, Mr. Deepal Ahangama presented the (provisional) accounts for the annual dinner dance 2006 and pointed out that most of the monies due from sponsors for advertisements had been collected with just 2 payments outstanding, which were to be collected shortly. He went on to state that it was after some years that the Association had been successful in collecting all payments following a dance.
3 President’s Report

The president handed round copies of his report in which he stated that it had been a difficult year for the Association with the involvement of the general membership in its activities being low. He urged that measures be taken to remedy this situation as it threatened the future of the association. He went on to mention matters such as the funds raised through the annual dance, the projects for which funds had been sent to Sri Lanka and he also touched on the sporting success of the OTAUK cricket teams. Please see Appendix ‘A’ for the full text of this report.
4 Correspondence

None

5 Appointment of New Office Bearers for 2005/2006





Name


        Proposed
                    Seconded
President


Dr. E. Velaudapillai
   Mr. D. Ahangama    Mr. R. Karunaratne       

Vice President


Mr. Niranjan De Silva      Mr. R. Karunaratne  Dr. C.D. Wicramatillake   

Secretary


Mr. Indika De Fonseka     Mr. R. Perera            Mr. S. Rajan       

Treasurer


Mr. S. Raj Kumar   
   Mr. R. Karunaratne  Mr. A. Abeynayake
Sports Coordinator

Mr. Upali Jayatilake
   Mr. S. Rajan             Dr. C.D. Wicramatillake
Festival of Cricket Representatives – Mr. Deepal Ahangama, Mr. Rajiv Perera and Mr. Niranjan De Silva

6 Any Other Business

The new president Dr. E. Velaudapillai thanked those present for attending and supporting the Associations activities. He pointed out that although there were many members ‘on paper’ , only a few were getting involved in the activities of the Association. He urged the office bearers of previous years to help regenerate members’ interest in the activities of the association.


Dr. C.D. Wicrematilake stated that the membership database should be updated as it was last done by Mr. Shiva Rajan. Mr. Rajan was urged to assist the present committee in this regard.

Mr. Upali Jayatilake raised the possibility of establishing a website for the Association as a tool in driving up membership and interest and also keeping members up to date with the events and activities of the Association. Those present informed him that it was a case of expense and finding a person who would be willing to undertake this project, which prevented this from happening. Mr. Ishan De Silva made the point that it would be worthwhile to even pay someone to set up the website, as the benefits which would follow were numerous. Mr. Deepal Ahangama pointed out that being a charity; it was not practical for the Association to incur a great expense in this regard.

Following the discussion which took place, it was agreed that a membership development sub-committee would be established, comprising of Mr. Upali Jayatilake, Mr. Mahen Abayasekera and Mr. Ishan De Silva, who would look in to the possibility of setting up a website for the Association at low cost.

A sub-committee was also set up to plan and organize the annual dinner dance for 2007. This comprised of Mr. Deepal Ahangama, Mr. Shiva Rajan and Mr. Anil Abeynayake. It was agreed that both these sub-committees would be chaired by the president.
With regard to the date for the annual dinner dance 2007, Dir. Velaudapillai informed those present that the Warden STC Mt. Lavinia Dr. David Ponniah would be in the UK late in April 2007 and therefore proposed the 21st or 28th of April 2007 for the dance. Mr. Deepal Ahangama pointed out that the club cricket season would be in full swing by 28th April and the date was therefore fixed as the 21st of April 2007.

It was greed by those present that financial assistance sent to the Colleges in Sri Lanka would continue to be done on the basis that STC Mt. Lavinia would receive 75% of the available funds and that the remaining 25% would be split between Bandarawela and Kolpetty.

Dr. Velaudapillai enquired from those present as to the procedure adopted in sending funds from the Association to the Colleges in Sri Lanka. Mr. Rohan Karunaratne informed him that in the past, the executive committee would make recommendations to the membership and invite its approval. He stated further that if it was a matter of some urgency, that an extraordinary general meeting could be summoned.

Dr. Velaudapillai then queried as to whether personal donations to the Colleges could be made through the Association in order that the Association would receive some tax relief. Dr. C.D. Wicrematilake informed him that if it was towards a general OTAUK project, then the funds could only be sent after obtaining the approval of the executive committee. Mr. Rohan Karunaratne added that if it was a case of private funds being sent for a specific private project, then the executive committee would not object.
Dr. Velaudapillai asked those present as to when the next meeting should be held. Mr. Rohan Karunaratne proposed a general meeting be held in a few months time. Dr. Veluadapillai proposed Sunday 15th February 2007 for the general meeting. In the absence of any objections, this date was settled as final.

Mr. Vijaya Jayatilake enquired from those present if the Colleges adopted in sort of strategic long-term development plan. Dr. Velaudapillai responded by stating that the OTAUK provided support on a project by project basis whenever these projects were brought to our attention by the Warden. He added that he was unable to say with any certainty is the College did have a strategic plan and undertook to clarify this with Dr. Ponniah.

Dr. Vernon Wijeratne stated that it would be a good idea for the Colleges to have strategic development plans and suggested that the heads of the Colleges should be urged to formulate and adopt such plans if they were already not in place.

The meeting was then brought to a close with the members singing the College song.

Indika De Fonseka
Honorary Secretary
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